Westward Expansion Study Guide
Growth Map- STUDY YOUR GROWTH MAP!
· Know the name and year of each of the territorial areas.

· Know how each area was acquired by the U.S. (i.e. purchase, war, etc.)

Manifest Destiny-

· What was the idea of Manifest Destiny?

· What impact did it have on U.S. history, both positive and negative?

Florida & the Seminole Wars-

· Who owned Florida prior to the U.S.?

· Why did tensions flare on the border of the U.S. and Florida?

· What general was sent down to Florida to deal with the conflicts?

· What did he do when he got there and how did it lead to the First Seminole War?

· How did the U.S. finally acquire Florida and for how much?

· Who was Osceola?
· What were the Seminoles rebelling against in the Second Seminole War?

· After the end of the Seminole Wars, where were most of the Seminoles forced to go?

· Where were those still in Florida living?

Texas Revolution-

· How and why did Americans first settle in Texas?

· Who started the first American colony in Texas?

· Why did tensions begin to rise between the Americans and the Mexican government?

· Know the basic information (when, where, who won, importance, etc) of the battles and major events.

· When did the Lone Star Republic become a U.S. state?

· Why did it take Congress 9 years to annex Texas?

Oregon Territory & Trail-

· What four countries initially laid claim to the Oregon Territory?

· After two of the countries dropped their claims, what two countries agreed to share the territory?

· How were the final boundaries decided?

· What was meant by Polk’s campaign slogan “54, 40 or fight”?

· How did people in the east hear about the Oregon Territory?
· Where did the Oregon Trail begin?

· What were some of the dangers the travelers faced on the trail?

Mexican-American War-

· How did the conflict with Mexico begin?

· Why did Mexico refuse to recognize Texas independence?

· What president declared “American blood was spilled on American soil”?

· What was controversial about this statement?

· Who protested against the war?

· How did the war end?

· What did the U.S. gain from the war with Mexico?

California Gold Rush-

· When and where was gold discovered?

· Who discovered it?

· Who was the “booster” of the Gold Rush?

· Who were the 49ers?

· What was the impact of the Gold Rush?

· When did California become a state?
· Understand the concept of supply and demand and be able to give examples of it during the Gold Rush?

Gadsden Purchase 

· When was it purchased? From whom? How much?

· For what was the land supposed to be used?

The Transcontinental Railroad-

· What is a transcontinental railroad?

· What two companies built the transcontinental railroad?

· What main ethnic groups were employed by the rail companies?

· What were the starting points and ending point of the transcontinental railroad?

Mystery Questions- (Make sure to connect answer to westward expansion.)

1. (Practice) What important phrase came from the December 27, 1845 edition of New York Morning News?

2. What is the mascot of Florida State University?

3. To what is the ‘it’ referring in the famous slogan, “Come & Take It?

4. Who used the famous campaign slogan “54’ 40 or fight”?

5. Where are the “Halls of Montezuma”?

6. What is the Greek word for “I have found” and how does it connect to the San Francisco 49ers?
7. Who was the president of the South Carolina Railroad Company from 1840-1850?

8. Explain the origin of the term “Hell on Wheels”.
