The Whiskey Rebellion
Although they were both members of President George Washington's first cabinet, Treasury Secretary Alexander Hamilton (1755-1804) and Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) rapidly became fierce political opponents. Although the tensions between the two men were often personal, they also reflected a strong contrast between Hamilton's goal to make the United States a powerful commercial (industrial) nation and Jefferson's vision of a quiet, rural (agricultural)  America. One of Hamilton's proposals to strengthen the United States economically was an excise tax (a tax, similar to a sales tax, imposed on some goods, especially luxuries) on distilled liquor. Distilling was an important home industry along the American frontier. The farmers there lived too far away from market towns to transport their surplus rye and corn over the bad roads of the time. Rather than waste their grain, frontier farmers turned it into "Monongahela Whiskey" that could be transported more easily to Pittsburgh or other cities for sale. Hamilton's tax was a high 25 percent on all production and sale of liquor. By the summer of 1794, west Pennsylvania farmers were in open rebellion against the tax on whiskey-- terrorizing tax collectors, closing country courts, and demanding repeal of the hated excise. At this point President Washington rode toward the frontier with an army of 13,000 militia--larger than the one he had commanded during the Revolution. Faced with this force, the rebellion collapsed.
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